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he Math Kids are at it again! When their new

friend, Special Agent Carlson, asks them to take
a look at a cryptic poem written by a dying bank rob-
ber, they know they will need all of their math skills
to crack the case.

The poem 1sn’t their only problem, though. Their fa-
vourite school janitor is fired for stealing from student
lockers. The Math Kids know Old Mike would never
do anything like that, but how can they prove it,
especially with the new janitor watching their every
move?

Jordan, Stephanie, Justin, and Catherine will need
math, bravery, and a little bit of luck if they hope
to solve the bank robbery case and get Old Mike his
job back. Will they be able to figure out the unusual
pattern in time?

TYPE OF ACTIVITY: Individual work and class discussion

LEVEL: Grades 4 & 5
SUBJECT: Math, English

CATEGORY: Detective Stories, Mystery, STEM
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Start the activity with a quick
discussion:

1. Go back to the first page of this discussion guide. What do
you like or don’t like about the third cover?

2. What does the cover say to you?

3. What do you think is happening? Does the image make
you want to start reading the book?

Talk about the students’
thoughts on The Math Kids 3:

1. What is your favourite scene in An Unusual Pattern?

2. What do you think about the new janitor? Is he suspious?
Do you prefer Old Mike instead?

3. Does your school set up any prank days?

4. Do you think people can redeem themselves after they com-
mit a crime? What are your thoughts?

5. What do you think about the ending of the book? Do you
like how it wrapped it?
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Name: Date:

In the next edition of The Math Kids, who is your new favourite character? Ex-
plain why.

When you first started reading Math Kids 3,
did you think Old Mike, the school janitor,
was innocent? Did you come up with any
ideas as to why this happened?

What are some of the first clues you found that the bank robber left in the poem
he wrote?
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Name: Date:

Which seven wonders of the ancient world
would you love to visit? Explain your answer.

Why do you think the robber used the seven
wonders of the ancient world as a clue? Explain

If you were in the same situation as the Math Kids when they discovered who
the second robber was, what would you do? Explain your reasons.
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Date:

For your final activity, you get to solve the word search. Find the words listed
below. You’ll see words commonly used in each of the Math Kids books.

BANKROBBER
CATHERINE
GALLONS
JUSTIN
CLDMIKE
STEPHANIE
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