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Discussion Guide for
Lackbeard

by Cody B. Stewart 
and Adam Rocke

Bartholomew “Black Bart” Roberts. Calico Jack. 
Henry Morgan. You think those are the fear-

somest pirates ever to sail the seven seas? That’s 
because you haven’t yet had the great misfortune to 
stumble upon Captain Lackbeard and his crew of 
mismatched misfits. 

So what if the Captain is yet challenged in the fine 
art of facial hair development? And who cares that 
he’s only eleven years old? 

Adventure, chums. That’s what our hero is after. Or 
at least that’s what he thinks he’s after... until real 
adventure finds him.
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Now discuss the students’ 
thoughts on pirates and pirate 
stories:

1. What is your favourite pirate book? Why? 

2. Which pirate would you love to meet?

3. If  you could be a pirate for the day, who would you want to 
be a part of  your crew? 

4. Now that you have your crew, what are your ship’s colours? 
Why did you pick them?

5. Why do you think pirates get a bad rap in stories? Why are 
they always the villain? 

Begin with a short discussion 
with the following questions:

1. Flip to the first pageof  the guide and examine the cover of  
Lackbeard. What do think of  it?

2. What does the cover tell you about the story itself? 

3. Does the cover draw in your attention? Does it make you 
want to read the book? Explain why or why not.
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Who are the main characters in the pirate crew?

1.  _______________________________  2. _______________________________

3. _______________________________  4. _______________________________

5. _______________________________  6. _______________________________

Who is your favourite character? Explain 
why.
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________

Which evil character reminds you of  the 
school mistress? Why?
__________________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 
__________________________________________ 
__________________________________________

Why does the pirate life interest Carter Humbolt so much? Explain your an-
swer. 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
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Why do you think Carter and his crew have the need 
to belong? 
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________

Now is your turn to draw your pirate flag and a treasure map. Make them as 
piratey or bright as you want!

What do you enjoy the most about Carter and 
Brad’s relationship as brothers?
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
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