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Twelve-year-old Julian Newcomber knows he has 
a fitting last name. His family moves constantly 

due to his Dad’s quirky inventions--which have a habit 
of  blowing up the family home--and this means he is 
forever the newcomer.
But finally Julian believes he’s found a home and a 
safe haven from his father’s calamities. That is until 
a vaguely familiar 20-year-old man walks out of  the 
bedroom closet and identifies himself  as future Julian. 
Turns out that his father’s latest contraption, the eTab, 
alters time, and grown-up Julian has gone joyriding 
into the past...dropping his cell phone on a Civil War 
battlefield in the process.

Now grown-up Julian needs young Julian’s help to go 
back to the Civil War and retrieve his cell phone before 
history is changed forever. The two Julians break rules, 
break curfews, and break into School (it’s complicated). 
And it’s not only the forgotten technology messing 
up space and time. If  grown-up Julian stays, it could 
rewrite history as they know it. No pressure.
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Now discuss what students think 
about the book and time travel:
1. What are your thoughts on time travel? Do you believe it is 
possible in our lifetime? 

2. Does time travel sound like something fun?

3. Would it be dangerous? Explain why you think or don’t 
think so.

4. If  you could go back in time to save someone or to prevent 
a significant event, would you? Should you? Explain why.

5. Do you enjoy reading time travel books or series? If  so, 
explain why. And discuss what your favourite story is. If  not, 
discuss why you don’t like them.

Start the discussion off with the 
these questions:

1. Look at the front of guide. What do you like or don’t like 
about the cover? 

2. How does it compare to other covers?

3. What is your favourite part about it? Explain why.
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Which character (aside from the Julian) is 
your favourite?
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________

Name:          Date:

Do you think you would enjoy living in the 
Newcomber house? Why or why not?
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________ 
__________________________________________
__________________________________________

What do you think about the way Julian handles Biff? Explain your answer and 
give examples. 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

Name 3 ways Whispering Falls is like your hometown and also name 3 ways it is 
different.
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________



4/5 The Extraordinary eTab of Julian Newcomber · Discussion Guide

Common Deer Press · www.commondeerpress.com

Name:          Date:

What do you think Mr. Newcomber’s best in-
vention is? How about the weirdest?
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________

What do you think Young Julian learned from 
his time with Grown-up Julian?
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________

Think about meeting your future self  and answer these questions:
• What you think you will look like as a grown-up?
• What will you do for a living?
• Where will you live? The same town where you live now? Paris? The moon?
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

If  you could travel in time, where or when would you go? Is there anyone you 
would like to see? Explain why. (Remember: don’t take or leave anything!)
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
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Name:          Date:
Now, here is the final activity! There are 18 words you can find in this word 
search. Look at the list below. They will appear horizontally, vertically, or diag-
onally.


